
Salt Lake County Planning Commission
May 9, 2017
2001 State Street S2-100
PO Box 144575
Salt Lake City, UT 84114

Dear Salt Lake County Planning Commissioners, 

We, the undersigned, are writing to express our concerns with Salt Lake County’s 
Resource Management Plan (RMP). There are currently dozens of planning 
documents for the resources within Salt Lake County that have been created over 
the course of decades. Many of these documents were the result of years of 
discussions among stakeholders and created in consultation with experts in areas 
ranging from watershed management to transportation to wildlife biologists.  
Earlier planning documents, such as the Mountain Accord, intensely scrutinized 
issues in order to arrive at the best possible solutions and engaged with over 200 
stakeholder groups. This proposed RMP had only one poorly attended public 
hearing and has been underfunded and rushed since its creation by the 2015 and 
2016 enabling legislation. 

It’s our opinion that the Salt Lake County RMP should pull from existing planning 
documents, prioritizing the objectives of these existing plans which have been 
vetted through collaborative community engagement in order to achieve broadly 
supported future conditions. By failing to adequately capture the efforts of the 
planning documents that precede it in a meaningful way the new county RMP, if 
adopted in its current anemic draft form, stands to undermine or even contradict 
those more robust existing plans and the expertise, effort, as well as public input 
that went into their creation. It is the opinion of the organizations below, many of 
whom have participated in numerous planning processes pertaining to Salt Lake 
County and elsewhere, that the current draft of the RMP is fundamentally lacking 
and should not be adopted in its current form. 

The undersigned organizations have created a spreadsheet – attached – to display 
the weaknesses of this RMP compared to the rigor of prior planning documents. 
This attachment identifies goals and policies affecting important county 
resources that have been included in other planning documents, but which are 
absent from the current RMP draft. We request the Salt Lake County Planning 
Commission acknowledge the collaborative spirit of earlier planning documents 
and the tax dollars invested in these processes by incorporating their findings into 
the Salt Lake County Resource Management Plan. 



Sincerely, 

Carl Fisher
Executive Director
Save Our Canyons

Will McCarvill
Salt Lake Croup Chair
Utah Chapter Sierra Club

Nick Schou
Conservation Director
Utah Rivers Council

Allison Jones
Executive Director
Wild Utah Project

Eric Sadler
Conservation Director
Wasatch Mountain Club
Ann O’Connell
Natural Resources Chair
League of Woman Voters of Salt Lake

Matt Pacenza
Executive Director
HEAL Utah

Chris Adams
Board President
Wasatch Backcountry Alliance 

Jen Clancy
Executive Director 
Friends of Alta

Denni Cawley
Executive Director
Utah Physicians for a Healthy Environment
Roger Wilson
Chair
Utah Anglers Coalition



Resource Subcategory Goal/Policy Plan Name Plan Page 

1. Agriculture

Acquire easements on strategically located 
agricultural land to preserve the valley’s farming 
heritage

Salt Lake County 2015 
Parks and Recreation 
Facilities Master Plan 36

2. Air

Increase the energy efficiency of our existing and 
new buildings. Increasing the efficiency of existing 
buildings could reduce area source emissions by 
about 1.7%. Increasing new building efficiency by 
50% would eliminate approximately 2.4% of our area 
source emissions by 2050.

Envision Utah: Clean Air 
Action Team 
Recommendations 2013 2

2. Air

Accelerate the transition to cleaner Tier 3 cars. If all 
cars and fuel were Tier 3 by 2050 we would remove 
approximately 62% of mobile emissions per day from 
our air.

Envision Utah: Clean Air 
Action Team 
Recommendations 2013 2

2. Air

Reduce the amount of wood burning that occurs 
during inversion periods. Eliminating residential 
wood burning would decrease daily area source 
emissions by about 5% in 2050.

Envision Utah: Clean Air 
Action Team 
Recommendations 2013 2

2. Air

Fund a program to replace wood burning stoves in 
those homes in our “nonattainment” airsheds 
currently registered as “sole source” with other 
heating sources, and rapidly phase out the “sole 
source” exemption to wood burning restrictions

Envision Utah: Clean Air 
Action Team Immediate 
Legislative 
Recommendations 2013 1

2. Air Standards

Protect and improve air quality for protection of 
public health, environmental health, and scenic 
visibility.

6. Energy Resources Air Quality

Promote Best Practices in Non-Residential Energy 
Efficiency Through a Statewide Benchmarking 
Challenge & Recognition Program

Utah Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation Plan 10

6. Energy Resources Air Quality Adopt current and future Energy Codes
Utah Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation Plan 11



7. Fire Management Ecology 

Prescribed fire will be used as a resource 
management tool. Figure 11 indicates the fire 
management and use areas in Tooele County. 
Prescribed burns within the areas will be used to 
alter vegetation for the benefit of watershed, 
livestock grazing and/or wildlife habitat. The areas 
selected for prescribed burning will have the 
potential for natural revegetation. BLM Pony Express RMP 39

7. Fire Management Ecology

Fire is returned to habitats from which it had been 
unnaturally excluded, the ?re regime (frequency and 
intensity) in these habitats generally approximates a 
natural, pre-settlement regime. Utah Wildlife Action Plan 190

7. Fire Management Ecology

Inappropriate Fire Frequency and Intensity - Fire is 
excluded from habitats in which potential burns now 
would be frequent, large, and destructive to soils and 
native vegetation to the habitats are being actively 
managed (treated) to reduce components or factors 
that promote risk of catastrophic ?re, such as 
cheatgrass, excessive conifer encroachment, or 
unnaturally large stands of mature Gambel oak Utah Wildlife Action Plan 188

8. Fisheries Barriers
Native fishes are able to move past water-
??diversion barriers where necessary or desired. Utah Wildlife Action Plan 203

8. Fisheries Barriers

New roads are planned and sited in areas where 
there are limited impacts to wildlife. When existing 
roads are maintained, barriers to wildlife movement 
are altered to allow for movement. Utah Wildlife Action Plan 173

8. Fisheries Flows

Establish water allocation policies protecting 
suficient water to maintain a functioning aquatic 
ecosystem for aquatic key habitats (especially those 
with occurrences of SGCNs). Utah Wildlife Action Plan 198

8. Fisheries Habitat
Complex habitats and floodplain connections are 
restored or maintained in selected rivers/streams. Utah Wildlife Action Plan 199



9. Floodplains and River 
Terraces

Acquire land that becomes available in the Jordan 
River corridor for open-space preservation, 
connectivity, and enhancement of wildlife habitat

Salt Lake County 2015 
Parks and Recreation 
Facilities Master Plan 36

10. Forest Management Ecology

Coordinate with public and private organizations and 
the canyon water companies to protect watershed, 
forest health, and wildlife habitat challenged by a 
changing climate, invasive species, and increasing 
public use.

Parleys Canyon General 
Plan 6

12. Land Access

Acquire large tracts of land that are largely 
undeveloped and valued for their aesthetic, 
ecological, and passive recreational attributes, and 
that are regionally important for wildlife habitat, 
watershed, view-shed, or of other ecological 
significance.

Salt Lake County 2015 
Parks and Recreation 
Facilities Master Plan 36

13. Land Use Ecology

Support and pursue a new federal land designation 
(Central Wasatch National Conservation and 
Recreation Area) for the public land in Salt Lake 
County's Central Wasatch Mountains. The federal 
designation will provide special protections against 
development and environmental degradation for U.S. 
Forest Service land and any private land transferred 
into federal ownership within the boundary. The 
federal lands within this boundary total 
approximately 80,000 acres. It is intended the 
federal lands will continue to be managed by the 
U.S. Forest Service. Mountain Accord 5

13. Land Use Open Space

Work within the Central Wasatch Commission to 
create a coordinated, comprehensive program for 
the acquisition of private lands with environment and 
recreation values within the Wasatch Mountains. Mountain Accord 10



13. Land Use Open Space

Advocate for the permanent authorization of the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund to assist with 
land conservation and land acquisition priorities 
throughout the county. Priority projects include: 
Jordan River Trail and stewardship, Bonneville 
Shoreline Trail 

13. Land Use Standards/zoning 

Identify lands of high public value, which include 
critical or crucial wildlife habitats, wilderness study 
areas, existing and proposed Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern, significant water resources, 
recreation areas, highly scenic areas, and areas with 
facilities and improvements. BLM Pony Express RMP 5

13. Land Use
Multiple Use, Sustained 
Yield

Uses at GSL include preservation of the lake; 
availability of brines to lake extraction industries; 
wildlife protection; protection of recreational facilities; 
safe boating; availability of appropriate areas for 
extraction of brine, minerals, chemicals, and 
petrochemicals to aid the state?s economy; 
maintenance and protection of marshlands, 
rookeries, and wildlife refuges; and public access to 
the lake for recreation, hunting, and fishing (UTAH 
CODE ? 65A-10-8). GSL CMP 1-1

13. Land Use Open Space

Support land acquisitions identifi ed by the Salt Lake 
County Open Space Trust Fund Acquisition Plan and 
develop open space management plans that 
preserve view sheds, wildlife habitats, recreation 
opportunities, historically significant areas, etc.

Parleys Canyon General 
Plan 4



15. Livestock and Grazing

Provide grazing opportunities that promote the long-
term health of GSL land available for grazing1) 
Coordinate with DWQ, Utah Department of 
Agriculture and Food, and Natural Resources 
Conservation Service to encourage and support best 
management practices 2) Manage grazing 
opportunities and potential conflicts of grazing with 
other GSL resources.3) Allow grazing that helps 
reduce growth and spread of noxious weeds (e.g., 
Phragmites sp.)4) Promote research and methods to 
yield sustainable foraging habitat 5) Coordinate with 
DWR to evaluate the impacts to wildlife, including 
nesting bird habitat, associated with proposed 
grazing GSL CMP 3-27

18. Noxious Weeds

General: More detail with respect to the current 
distribution of noxious weeds as well as reference to 
current weed best management practices and 
priorities must be included in this document

19. Predator Control Wildlife

Current text on page 74:  Predator control includes 
strategies and practices to control the actions of or 
reduce the number of predator animals. Change 
to:Predator control includes strategies and practices 
to control the actions of or reduce the number of 
problematic or nuisance predator animals as 
defined in the existing UDWR wildlife managment 
plans with respect to each species in order to 
maintain population viablity and resilience. 

See all UDWR Wildlife 
Managment Plans for 
native predators including 
but not limited to cougar, 
cyote, lynx, bear, etc. 

19. Predator Control

Maintain a healthy cougar population within their 
current distribution while considering human safety, 
economic concerns, other wildlife species, and 
maintaining hunting traditions through 2025.

Utah Cougar 
Management Plan 3



20. Recreation and Tourism

Support USFS plan goal of disallowing ski area 
expansion on to additional public lands. "New resort 
developments on National Forest System lands will 
be confined to the permit boundaries in effect at the 
time of revision.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest 4 - 161

20. Recreation and Tourism

People with diverse needs and values will function in 
an atmosphere of cooperation and constructive 
resolution of differences rather than continually 
fighting to win at the expense of others.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest 4 - 161

20. Recreation and Tourism

No new major events will be authorized (events 
involving more than 100 people), except those 
occurring within ski resort permit boundaries, 
authorized under the resorts' Special Use Permits 
and identified in the resorts' operating plans.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest 4-162

20. Recreation and Tourism

The Central Wasatch Canyons will continue to 
enhance the quality of life for a large, diverse, urban 
population with stable watersheds, high quality 
water, scenery, and natural retreat opportunities 
within easy reach of the urban valley.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest 4-164

20. Recreation and Tourism Complete the Bonneville Shoreline Trail
Bonneville Shoreline Trail 
EA

20. Recreation and Tourism

Preserve special, unique recreation areas and 
settings to maintain opportunities for solitude and 
naturalness.

Mountain Accord: Goals, 
Vision, Metrics 6

20. Recreation and Tourism

Encourage cooperation among the resorts, Salt Lake 
County, US Forest Service, Salt Lake City and other 
partners to explore appropriate year-round activites 
at the ski resorts

Envision Utah: Wasatch 
Canyons Tomorrow 44

20. Recreation and Tourism

Promote lesser used recreation areas in Salt Lake 
County to provide alternatives to the more-used 
recreation areas in the Wasatch Canyons

Envision Utah: Wasatch 
Canyons Tomorrow 44

20. Recreation and Tourism conservation
Conduct a Carrying Capacity Study for trails in the 
Wasatch Canyons

Envision Utah: Wasatch 
Canyons Tomorrow 40



20. Recreation and Tourism

The Bonneville Shoreline Trail should continue to be 
built as land or easements can be acquired. At 
present there are undeveloped segments that will 
remain incomplete until the trail alignment is 
acquired.

Salt Lake County 2015 
Parks and Recreation 
Facilities Master Plan 35

20. Recreation and Tourism

Complete development of Parley’s Trail by 
continuing to work in partnership with Salt Lake City, 
South Salt Lake City, UDOT, UTA, PRATT, and 
other stakeholders

Salt Lake County 2015 
Parks and Recreation 
Facilities Master Plan 35

20. Recreation and Tourism

As it becomes available, acquire land for trail 
alignment in an opportunistic manner. Salt Lake 
County, governmental jurisdictions, and other 
stakeholders should work in partnership to address 
the land acquisition challenges of developing a 
countywide network of interconnected non-motorized 
recreation trails and alternative transportation routes.

Salt Lake County 2015 
Parks and Recreation 
Facilities Master Plan 35

21. Riparian Areas Habitat Create Riparian Buffer protection ordinace
2015 SLCO Integrated 
Watershed Plan 165

21. Riparian Areas Habitat Sensitive Area protection ordinance
2015 SLCO Integrated 
Watershed Plan 165

21. Riparian Areas Habitat land acquisition program for habitat protection
2015 SLCO Integrated 
Watershed Plan 165

21. Riparian Areas Habitat
Design of riparian restoration to withstand climate 
variability

2015 SLCO Integrated 
Watershed Plan 165

21. Riparian Areas Water Quality implement watershed protection strategies
2015 SLCO Integrated 
Watershed Plan 165

21. Riparian Areas Water Quality
Implment anti-degradation Requirements and 
establish thresholds

2015 SLCO Integrated 
Watershed Plan 165

21. Riparian Areas Water Quality
place limits on impervious surfaces development, 
codify best practices in regulation

2015 SLCO Integrated 
Watershed Plan 165

21. Riparian Areas Habitat
Protect and restore functioning and connected 
aquatic and terrestrial habitats and ecosystems.

Mountain Accord: Goals, 
Vision, Metrics 4

21. Riparian Areas

BLM will manage riparian areas, wetlands, and other 
water sources for multiple use purposes such as 
wildlife, range, watershed and recreation. BLM Pony Express RMP 24



21. Riparian Areas

Coordinate with the Jordan River Planning 
Commission and refer to the document: Jordan River 
Basin—Planning for the Future emphasizes the 
importance of careful planning and wise 
management in meeting future needs. It estimates 
the basin’s available water supply, makes 
projections of water need, explores how needs will 
most likely be met, and discusses the important 
water quality and environmental values. This 
document will be a useful guide and reference to 
local water planners and managers as they strive to 
meet the basin’s water challenges.

Jordan River Basin 
Planning for the Future

24. Visual Resources

New development on ridgelines, beyond the levels 
approved at the time of plan revision willbe minimal. 
Special attention will be given to the scenic integrity 
of views from backcountryand wilderness trails. 

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest 4-161

24. Visual Resources

While developments in the base areas of resorts will 
be visually dominant, that dominance will decline on 
the mountainsides.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest 4-161

24. Visual Resources

Views from Scenic Byways in Emigration, Big 
Cottonwood and Little Cottonwood Canyons will be 
managed fro their recognized values, following the 
landscape character themes mapped in the Forest 
Plan.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest 4-163



25. Water Quality and 
Hydrology Aquatic Ecology

GSL is a unique and complex ecosystem of regional 
and hemispherical importance. Sustainable use of 
GSL?s natural resources will ensure that the 
ecological health (e.g., water quality, shoreline 
condition, salinity, aquatic organisms, wildlife, 
wetlands), scenic attributes, extractive industries 
(e.g., minerals, brine shrimp, microorganisms), and 
recreation opportunities (e.g., bird watching, hunting, 
sailing) will be maintained into the future. FFSL will 
coordinate, as necessary, to ensure that he 
management of these resources is based on a 
holistic view of the lake-wide ecosystem?including 
the use of adaptive management, as necessary?to 
ensure long-term sustainability. Responsible 
stewardship of GSL?s resources will provide lasting 
benefit to the Public Trust. GSL CMP Xii

25. Water Quality and 
Hydrology

Coordinate with the Jordan River Planning 
Commission and refer to the document: Jordan River 
Basin—Planning for the Future emphasizes the 
importance of careful planning and wise 
management in meeting future needs. It estimates 
the basin’s available water supply, makes 
projections of water need, explores how needs will 
most likely be met, and discusses the important 
water quality and environmental values. This 
document will be a useful guide and reference to 
local water planners and managers as they strive to 
meet the basin’s water challenges.

Jordan River Basin 
Planning for the Future



27. Wetlands

General:Importance and best management practices 
for controling the spread of invasives including the 
grass phragmites needs to be reflected in this 
document with citations to management documents 
and scientific literature (see example work from 
Kettenrign's Lab at USU).

Publication and on-going 
work at USU in the 
Kettenring Lab: Long, 
A.L., K.M. Kettenring, and 
R. Toth. In revision. 
Prioritizing management 
of the invasive grass 
Phragmites australis in 
Great Salt Lake, USA 
wetlands. Invasive Plant 

27. Wetlands

This document needs to include information 
regarding current Utah Geological Survey work on 
wetland condition and function assessments in Salt 
Lake County

See link for existing 
plans/publications here: 
http://geology.utah.gov/re
sources/wetlands/wetland-
monitoring-and-
assessment/#tab-id-5

27. Wetlands

BLM will manage riparian areas, wetlands, and other 
water sources for multiple use purposes such as 
wildlife, range, watershed and recreation. BLM Pony Express RMP 24

27. Wetlands Habitat

Coordinate with other landowners and managers to 
support upland wetland habitats in other nesting and 
foraging areas near and associated with GSL (e.g., 
Cutler Reservoir, Utah Lake, Fish Springs National 
Wildlife Refuge, and Bear River). GSL CMP 3-14

27. Wetlands

Coordinate with the Jordan River Planning 
Commission and refer to the document: Jordan River 
Basin—Planning for the Future emphasizes the 
importance of careful planning and wise 
management in meeting future needs. It estimates 
the basin’s available water supply, makes 
projections of water need, explores how needs will 
most likely be met, and discusses the important 
water quality and environmental values. This 
document will be a useful guide and reference to 
local water planners and managers as they strive to 
meet the basin’s water challenges.

Jordan River Basin 
Planning for the Future



28. Wild and Scenic Rivers
Recreational 
Designation

Little Cottonwood Creek (source to Murray City 
Diversion for scenery, geology/hydrology, and 
ecological values) will be managed to protect the 
values that made it eligible in the inventory. Activities 
within the corridor will maintain a “Recreational” 
classification.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest

28. Wild and Scenic Rivers Scenic Designation

Red Butte Creek (source to Red Butte Reservior for 
ecological purposes) will be managed to protect the 
values that made it eligible in the inventory. Activities 
within the corridor will maintain a “Scenic” 
designation.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest

29. Wilderness

Preserve additional lands to avoid loss of critical 
conservation values, and restore existing degraded 
lands

Mountain Accord: Goals, 
Vision, Metrics 4

30. Wildlife Habitat

The Central Wasatch is a natural ecosystem that is 
conserved, protected, and restored such that it is 
healthy, functional and resilient for current and future 
generations.

Mountain Accord: Goals, 
Vision, Metrics 4

30. Wildlife Native Plants Native Plants and Native Plant Communities 
Utah Wildlife Action Plan 
(2015) iv.

30. Wildlife

BLM will use cooperative management plans to 
provide an opportunity for wildlife habitat 
development and improvement. Habitat could be 
expanded on public lands by converting isolated 
tracts of rangeland within pheasant range to 
cropland or irrigated pasture. Cooperative 
agreements between BLM, UDWR and a lessee who 
farms the land work effectively. Under such an 
agreement, the lessee would employ farming 
practices which provide pheasant habitat and allow 
public hunting in exchange for farm production 
values received on the harvested portion. Only areas 
with suitable soil and adequate water near existing 
agricultural areas should be considered. BLM Pony Express RMP 30



30. Wildlife Habitat

BLM will develop and implement Habitat 
Management Plans (HMPs) or other more specific 
wildlife activity plans to protect, improve and 
maintain all important wildlife habitat. The HMPs will 
be prepared cooperatively with UDWR to assure that 
the State?s wildlife management objectives are met. BLM Pony Express RMP 26

30. Wildlife Habitat

BLM will improve crucial habitats of present wildlife 
populations where condition and trend indicates a 
decline of desirable plant communities. An 
appropriate wildlife habitat study will be conducted to 
determine .the condition of these areas. This 
information will help guide BLM in planning 
improvement projects. BLM Pony Express RMP 31

30. Wildlife Habitat

BLM will improve, maintain and expand those areas 
suitable for waterfowl and shorebird habitat. 
Measures could include (1) implementation of 
appropriate marsh and wetland maintenance and 
protection through grazing systems, use restrictions, 
and fencing if appropriate; (2) expansion through 
appropriate land and water right acquisitions, habitat 
management plan development and implementation; 
(3) waterfowl improvement through construction of 
new reservoirs and modification of suitable range or 
watershed reservoir projects, vegetation plantings, 
protected nesting area construction; and (4) open 
water and loafing area construction through such 
measures as pothole blasting and dike construction. BLM Pony Express RMP 30



30. Wildlife Habitat

BLM will protect important wildlife habitat values 
from disturbing activities by restricting seismic work, 
well development, new road construction, rights-of-
way, organized recreational activities, military 
exercises, and other disturbing activities excluding 
maintenance activities in the following areas [and] 
during the stated time periods [specified in the Plan]. BLM Pony Express RMP 29

30. Wildlife Habitat

Rangeland watering facilities will allow for wildlife 
use. When possible, overflow ponds at water 
developments will be at least 100 yards from 
livestock watering sources to allow for a cleaner 
water source for wildlife. Location of future water 
developments should minimize conflicts between 
livestock and wildlife. All livestock fencing projects 
will allow for movement of wildlife. Design and 
specifications will be dictated by terrain, kind of 
livestock and species to be managed. BLM Pony Express RMP 31

30. Wildlife Species/reintroductions

BLM proposes to cooperate fully with peregrine 
falcon reintroductions into the Timpie Springs and 
Blue Lake Areas. Surface disturbing activities on 
public lands adjacent to these reintroduction sites 
will not be permitted to disturb birds or destroy 
important habitat. BLM will develop specifics for 
further management actions in the HMP for the 
habitat area. BLM Pony Express RMP 28

30. Wildlife Species/reintroductions BLM will agree to future reintroductions of big BLM Pony Express RMP 29

30. Wildlife Species/reintroductions

game species on the public lands within the 
Resource Area if the [appropriate] criteria are met 
[as specified in the Plan] BLM Pony Express RMP 26

30. Wildlife Species/reintroductions

BLM will continue to manage the herd size of the 
Cedar Mountain Wild Horse Unit at 85 animals 
(1,020 AUMs) and the Onaqui Mountain Unit at 45 
animals (540 AUMs). BLM Pony Express RMP 28

30. Wildlife Species/reintroductions BLM will continue to monitor the reintroduced BLM Pony Express RMP 28



30. Wildlife Species/reintroductions

herd of antelope (150 animals) in southern Rush 
Valley, Tooele County, to determine if the herd 
conflicts with any other uses. If monitoring shows 
that major conflicts exist, close coordination with all 
affected parties will be undertaken to resolve the 
problems. BLM Pony Express RMP 28

30. Wildlife Habitat

Incorporate planning and design solutions for all 
future development proposals to preserve, protect 
and/or improve wildlife habitats within the mapped 
?Critical? and ?High Value Winter Range? areas.

Copperton Township 
General Plan 32

30. Wildlife Habitat

Protect critical wildlife habitats and historic 
movement corridors needed for wildlife nesting, 
calving, wintering and breeding.

Copperton Township 
General Plan 32

30. Wildlife Habitat

Protect, maintain and where possible enhance 
wildlife access to stream channels, other water 
features and riparian habitats.

Copperton Township 
General Plan 32

30. Wildlife Interpretation/education

Increase public awareness of Copperton?s abundant 
and varied wildlife populations and their habitat 
needs.

Copperton Township 
General Plan 32

30. Wildlife Habitat

Human interference into critical wildlife habitat areas 
will be minimized, including discouraging the feeding 
of wildlife.

Emigration Canyon 
Township General Plan 6

30. Wildlife Habitat

Critical and historic wildlife movement corridors will 
be protected, and, where possible enhanced by 
access to water features and riparian habitats.

Emigration Canyon 
Township General Plan 6



30. Wildlife Habitat

Recognize the importance and support the 
sustainability of viable populations of nesting bird 
species of regional/global importance and the 
habitats that support them.1) Coordinate and 
encourage the maintenance of a diversity of habitats 
and adequate food supply that support nesting birds.
2) Coordinate with DOGM to help ensure compliance 
with permitting rules that pertain to bird habitat.3) 
Consider the impact of recreational activities 
(hunting and boating) on nesting bird populations 
and coordinate with DWR to minimize impacts to 
nesting bird habitat.
4) Support inventory, monitoring, and research of 
nesting bird populations through DWR.
5) Support DWQ and USGS research and 
monitoring of water quality impacts to nesting bird 
populations.
6) Support DWQ in maintaining water quality 
sufficient to protect the waterfowl, shorebird, and 
wildlife beneficial uses for GSL.
7) Minimize disturbance to nesting habitat areas by 
coordinating permitting and land management 
activities with DWR.
8) Coordinate with DWQ to help ensure compliance 
with Utah Water Quality Act regulations (UTAH 
ADMIN. CODE R317).
9) Coordinate with DWQ to help ensure compliance 
with numeric criteria for pollutants of concern as they 
are established. GSL CMP 3-14

30. Wildlife

The Central Wasatch is a natural ecosystem that is 
conserved, protected, and restored such that it is 
healthy, functional and resilient for current and future 
generations.

Mountain Accord: Vision, 
Goals, and Metrics 4



30. Wildlife Habitat

Evaluate areas with potential for Research Natural 
Area designation including Ben Lomond Peak (tall 
forb values), western portion of the Deseret Peak 
Wilderness (Great Basin community types and 
cryptogamic crusts).

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest 4-19

30. Wildlife Habitat

Maintain or restore aquatic and riparian habitats, 
through recognition and management of Riparian 
Habitat Conservation Areas (defined in Glossary) for 
metapopulations of cutthroat trout, recognizing the 
relative degree to which these fish depend on 
National Forest lands and conditions of these 
habitats off-forest.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 

Forest 4-20

30. Wildlife Habitat

Provide adequate habitat components for 
sustainable big game populations coordinated with 
State wildlife management agencies, private lands 
and other resource needs and priorities.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 

Forest 4-20

30. Wildlife Habitat

Provide for connectivity of continuous large 
patches of forested habitat for interior forest-
dependent and wide-ranging species (such as 
lynx, wolverine and migratory birds).

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache 
National Forest 4-20

30. Wildlife Habitat
Provide suitable habitat for prey species such as 
hares, squirrels, and small mammals.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 

Forest 4-20



30. Wildlife Population Managment

Provide for sustained diversity of species at the 
genetic, populations, community and ecosystem 
levels. Maintain communities within their historic 
range of variation that sustains habitats for viable 
populations of species. Restore or maintain 
hydrologic functions. Reduce potential for 
uncharacteristic high-intensity wildfires, and insect 
epidemics. To achieve sustainable ecosystems, 
meet properly functioning condition (PFC) criteria for 
all vegetation types that occur in the Wasatch-Cache 
National Forest. Focus on approximating natural 
disturbances and processes by restoring 
composition, age class diversity, patch sizes, and 
patterns for all vegetation types.

Revised Forest Plan 
Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest 4-18

30. Wildlife Coordinate/partnerships
Coordinate and plan the design of roads, trails, and 
open space to be sensitive to wildlife.

Southwest Community 
Plan Amendment 4

30. Wildlife Habitat

Open lands that are crucial to wildlife do not have 
the potential to be developed for housing and urban 
growth. Utah Wildlife Action Plan 160


