
Trails and Proposed Federal Designations
Conservation and Recreation is what Save Our Canyons has 
been about since our formation. Recreation whether at a resort, 
trail, climbing crag, developed site like a campground or picnic 
area, or deep in the wilderness — it is how we connect to the 
wonders of the Wasatch and perhaps one another. 


Over the years there has been confusion about various 
designations and proposals, how they may or may not impact 
various uses in the Wasatch. Our goal is to balance use to 
ensure protection of different areas and strive to provide quality 
experiences for an ever diversifying recreation spectrum. Alpine 
mountaineering, backcountry skiing, bird watching, camping, 
climbing, cycling, dog walking, fishing, hiking, hunting, 
mountain biking, off-road driving, painting, picnicking, 
photography scenic drives, snowshoeing, stargazing, resort 
skiing and snowboarding, and watching wildlife are just a few of 
the opportunities that people enjoy in this area! Our goal is to 
enhance protections for these areas to protect the wild 
characteristics and staving off development pressures so that 
future generations might be able to enjoy a high quality 
landscape (not to mention high quality drinking water) in the 
future. Human use is the greatest threat and impact to the 
Wasatch.


White Pine Canyon   
Save Our Canyons has sought Wilderness Designation to keep 
helicopters and ski area expansion out of White Pine for over 40 
years. The White Pine trailhead is the only high alpine trailhead 
in Little Cottonwood Canyon. While it is true, bikes cannot use 
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the trails within designated Wilderness areas, we’ve felt and 
still feel today the pressures on this area, not to mention the 
geology, botany, wildlife, and opportunities for solitude make 
White Pine a prime candidate for Wilderness designation. A 
busy trailhead already, we feel that the need for protection 
outweighs the desire for mechanized recreation and the 
desires for more trail development and intensification of use in 
this wild area.


Little Cottonwood Trail  
One of our challenges with trails throughout the Wasatch is 
that of user created trails. These trails are not located on any 
official map, nor have they gone through the appropriate 
processes to ensure they aren’t conflicting with other values 
(i.e. water quality, wildlife habitat, etc...) important to both the 
resources and our community. In Little Cottonwood Canyon 
you can find a prime example of this issue where mountain 
bikers have created a trail between White Pine Canyon and 
Lisa Falls. Save Our Canyons has worked with other 
organizations and the USFS over the years to sign and close 
the trail, but it continues to reappear. While we support the 
use of the actual trail, between the mouth of Little 
Cottonwood Canyon and Lisa Falls, we cannot support illegal 
construction of trails throughout the Wasatch. If everyone did 
whatever they wanted in these canyons, we’d be left with a 
ruinous landscape. That said, we have adjusted the boundary 

at the mouth of White Pine Canyon to allow an opportunity for 
this trail to go through a process to become legitimized.


Bonneville Shoreline Trail   
Since the mid-1990’s a concept of building a trail on the shore 
of the ancient Lake Bonneville has gained traction. A number 
of hurdles from and ever urbanizing valley, private property 
rights, lack of open space dollars for land acquisition, 
construction costs have plagued the realization of this trail. 
Another significant issue is that the ever constrained 
alignment (a combination of private property and geography) 
has left the only alignments available to go through 
Wilderness. This of course would make it illegal for bikes to 
use those sections, and the trail that lay beyond those 
boundaries. As such, Save Our Canyons supports adjusting 
the Wilderness Boundaries to facilitate the use of bikes on this 
trail. We are currently working to find an alignment that 
protects as much of the existing Wilderness while making 
these adjustments to ensure we find that balance between 
Wilderness preservation and recreation — a delicate dance we 
collaboratively and actively work on throughout the region.


Wasatch Crest Trail  
In the late 1990’s and early 2000’s portions of the Wasatch 
Crest trail, particularly in upper Millcreek Canyon were 
included in versions of Wilderness Proposals that Save Our 
Canyons was working on. The goal was never to eliminate 
mountain biking as some have argued, rather it was to prohibit 
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expansion of heli-skiing operations and protect the areas from 
ski area expansion and ski interconnect proposals.  
Remember SkiLink and One Wasatch? Since that time, we’ve 
worked with a number of organizations to make sure we’re not 
impacting one of the most amazing and significant trails in 
Utah. Not one of our proposals has threatened or proposed to 
close the Wasatch Crest or any trails that serve it. 


Save Our Canyons supports mountain biking and the non-
commercialized and non-motorized use of these trails.


Continued Conversation and Collaboration  
We seek to work to protect the wildness and beauty of the 
Wasatch Mountains with a keen eye toward conservation. In a 
study we commissioned it was found that over 4.5 million 
people visit Big, Little, and Millcreek Canyons each year; 3.1 
million of those occur solely on our trails and in the 
backcountry. We believe it is important to allow people to 
enjoy these amazing places, but perhaps it is most important 
to protect what makes these places special — our water, our 
wildlife, our sense of place, and our ability to find solitude 
(despite the droves of visitors). There’s no doubt in our minds 
that more people are coming, which means the pressure is on! 
We aren’t anti-bike (many of our members and staff enjoy 
biking) and we think our past engagement demonstrates 
that. We are very concerned about inducing recreational 
demand, the amenities that requires, and the impact it has on 
our beloved Wasatch! We hope you’ll join us and be part of 
the discussion as we hedge toward solutions for this amazing 
place. 


For more info contact info@saveourcanyons.org
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